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Emergency Assistance Campaign

At the time of writing, with Israelis living in 
the relative comfort of a tenuous ceasefire and 
determined to regain a sense of normality and move 
forward, it is hard to fully grasp what the people of 
Israel have endured over these past few years. 

October 7th unleashed an onslaught the likes 
of which Israel had not expected and had never 
seen before. The country’s physical borders were 
breached, with attacks from the ground, sea, and 
air, and hundreds taken hostage. That horrific day 
and the long months of war, which left death, 
destruction and a fractured and heartbroken nation 
in their wake, were filled with fear, uncertainty, and 
loss. With each day, Israelis struggled to recover and 
regain their hope for a brighter future. This wasn’t 
easy, as the surging antisemitism and anti-Israel 
sentiment around the world left Israelis feeling 
more isolated and disheartened than ever.  

That was the situation in Israel at the start of June 
2025, but life quickly changed again on June 13th 
with Operation Rising Lion, a campaign aimed 
at thwarting Iran’s intent to destroy Israel. While 
Israel inflicted significant damage on Iran, greatly 
diminishing its capabilities, Iran retaliated, attacking 
Israel with hundreds of missiles and drones, sending 
millions of Israelis to emergency shelters at all hours 
of the day and night. It was a frightening, stressful, 
and exhausting time. 

Despite Israel’s remarkable capabilities, over 35 
missiles breached its defenses and landed in 
populated areas, leaving over 30 people dead, over 
3,000 wounded, and many thousands displaced 
nationwide. A number of missiles impacted in 
populated areas during the 12-day war, with several 
landing in Beer-Sheva, killing and injuring residents, 
destroying homes and buildings, and causing 
widespread damage. 
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The Ben-Gurion University of the Negev (BGU) 
community, already hit hard by the October 7th 
attack and prolonged war, suffered greatly during 
the Israel-Iran war in June. The homes of dozens 
of faculty, staff, and students were damaged, 
forcing them to evacuate and relocate. A beloved 
former employee was killed when a missile struck 
her safe room. Dozens of buildings on the Marcus 
Family Campus, along with many Faculty of Health 
Sciences research labs and educational facilities 
located at Soroka University Medical Center, were 
damaged when a missile hit the hospital. Another 
missile smashed through the roof of the Sylvan 
Adams Sports Center’s multisport arena, causing a 
fire and leaving the facility unusable. 

However, this brutal assault on education, science, 
and innovation in Beer-Sheva was incapable of 
breaking BGU’s spirit and unwavering commitment 
to its community, both of which have only 
strengthened since October 7th. We immediately 
took action, assessing the needs of our community 
and the damage inflicted, and planning our next 
steps. Classes were held virtually until it was safe to 
return to campus. Accommodation in BGU dorms 
and the University’s hotel (U-Tel), and emergency 
grants were provided to those whose homes 
were hit. The glass and debris were cleaned up, 
and the broken windows and doors were quickly 
replaced, allowing classes and work to resume on 
site. Makeshift classrooms were set up to hold the 
classes that previously took place in the damaged 
health sciences classrooms. 

Researchers whose labs were damaged vowed 
to restart their work, and with time, temporary 
labs were created, allowing some to carry on with 

their research; the work of researchers who lost 
critical samples and specialized equipment was 
interrupted until there was sufficient funding to 
replace them. In addition to these short-term and 
stop-gap measures, the University is now focused 
on the long-term planning needed to fully address 
the myriad challenges arising from the 12-day war. 

This was made possible by the support of our 
wonderful friends around the world who rallied in 
response to our call for assistance. You stood by our 
side, unhesitatingly providing vital funds to support 
our emergency efforts, repairs and construction, 
and help our  students, whose lives and studies 
were disrupted during the Israel-Iran war.  

Hundreds of donors from over a dozen countries 
contributed enthusiastically to our Emergency 
Assistance Campaign, transforming destruction 
into renewal with their steadfast partnership. In a 
heartwarming and powerful expression of solidarity, 
over 16 million dollars was pledged to support 
BGU’s recovery efforts following the Iranian strikes.

Each and every one of our remarkable donors 
created a point of light, together forming a bright 
constellation that illuminated our path forward 
in the aftermath of those dark days of war, 
demonstrating that when we stand strong together, 
the BGU community is unstoppable. We are grateful 
to have you by our side and thank you for your 
heartfelt support.  

In the pages that follow, we summarize the results 
of the campaign, highlighting everything we have 
been able to accomplish together.  Once again, the 
worldwide BGU community has shown that united 
we will prevail. 
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Emergency Support for Evacuees
Across Israel, thousands were injured in missile 
strikes or forced to evacuate their homes as a result 
of damage caused by the attacks.  The homes of 30 
BGU faculty and staff members were damaged. One 
hundred and two of our students were affected, with 
35 forced to leave their homes; all of the affected 
students were contacted by BGU staff, who offered 
them support. The U-Tel immediately opened 
its doors to the evacuees, providing temporary 
housing to those in need.  

In addition, those evacuated were eligible for 
emergency grants of $1,500, allowing them to 
cover basic needs like food, clothing, medication, 
and transportation. The grants provided more 
than just a measure of financial assistance. They 
carried a message of care, concern, and solidarity to 
those among our community who were left feeling 
exposed, vulnerable, and traumatized after their 
homes were damaged in the attacks.  

Psychological assistance was also available to 
those requiring aid. With each act of support and 

Emergency Grants for Students
Over the past two years, thousands of BGU students 
have faced profound disruptions to their academic 
and personal lives. Extended absences from 
campus, missed coursework, financial strain, and 
ongoing emotional stress have created significant 
challenges for many students and their families. 
Some have struggled to balance their studies with 
family responsibilities and financial pressures, while 
others have found the transition back to academic 
life particularly difficult after prolonged periods 
away from campus. Many returned exhausted and 
emotionally drained, yet remained determined 
to continue their education and complete their 
degrees. Thanks to donor support, BGU was able to 
provide grants to 3,600 students, helping to ease 
financial burdens, acknowledge their perseverance, 
and ensure they could continue pursuing their 

studies despite the extraordinary challenges they 
have faced.

assistance enabled by our donors, those directly 
affected by the Iranian attacks were strengthened; 
the knowledge that they were not alone and that 
the BGU community cared about them was deeply 
meaningful.

“During the first week of the Israel-Iran war, a 
missile struck just meters from our apartment 
in Beer-Sheva while my husband, three 
daughters, and I were in our safe room. Only 
after we stepped outside did we grasp how close 
the impact had been, and how narrowly we 
had escaped with our lives. Amid this upheaval, 
we received swift and meaningful support. This 
assistance – both practical and emotional – 
provided us with strength and reassurance at a 
time when everything felt uncertain. I would like 
to express my deep gratitude to the University 
and its donors, who helped us navigate one of 
the most difficult chapters in our lives. 
– University employee

“Your contribution not only eases the 
financial burden but also sends a powerful 
message that our efforts and sacrifices are 
valued. Knowing that there are people like 
you who stand behind us and believe in 
our path fills me with appreciation and 
motivation. Thank you once again for 
your generosity, encouragement, and for 
helping make a real difference in the lives of 
students like me.”
– Electrical & computer engineering 

student
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Marcus Family Campus Repairs 
The shockwaves from the missile strike on Soroka 
University Medical Center caused widespread 
damage on the Marcus Family Campus. Dozens of 
buildings were affected, with blown out windows, 
broken glass, dislodged doors, and damage to door 
and window frames, exterior cladding, and more.  
While older buildings and the buildings closest to 
the hospital, like the Zalman Aranne Central Library 
and Faculty of Health Sciences buildings, sustained 
more damage, a ceiling also collapsed in the Carole 
and Marcus Weinstein Software and Information 
Systems Engineering and Cyber Security Building, 
which is located on the northernmost border of the 
campus, far from Soroka. 

Hundreds of repairs, large and small were required 
on the Marcus Family Campus. In the library alone, 
dozens of windows were damaged (including 
several uniquely shaped windows requiring custom 
glass and fittings); their frames were dislodged, and 
the window coverings were also destroyed. 

The shattered glass and debris fell everywhere, 
damaging computers, equipment, and furnishings. 
Many of the building’s distinctive glass cupolas, 
meant to project resilience and enlightenment, 
were destroyed by the missile, providing a concrete 
illustration of the strain on resilience such attacks 
cause. The much-used facility was forced to close 
entirely for three weeks, and for a month after that 
only two floors were open students and the public.  

Israelis pride themselves on their ability to return 
to routine almost immediately after a security 
event. To facilitate this, clean-up efforts and repairs 
were expedited, and most of the buildings were 
fully functional within record time. However, the 
southern windows of the library, with their broken 
glass, damaged frames, and drooping window 
coverings, were a sad reminder of the war for weeks 
after the missile hit.  Occasional bits of glass can still 
be found on campus, serving as a reminder of Iran’s 
attempts to break our spirits and thwart education 
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and research, and a testament to the resilience of 
the BGU community and its ability to flourish in the 
face of adversity. 

With assistance from our donors around the world, 
we were able to make all of the necessary repairs 
on the Marcus Family Campus. In contrast to the 12-
day war, when the campus was empty and strangely 
quiet, today it is full of activity, with groups of 
students gathering across the grounds. Although 
uncertainty about the future remains, there is a 
feeling of optimism, relief, and welcome normality 
on campus. 

The academic year started in November, with high 
hopes for a year of peace, calm, and a full return 
to routine. It is clear that our students have been 
thirsting for this. Our campuses are alive with 
their energy, enthusiasm, and eagerness to learn. 
Although some disruptions still remain, our students 
have returned to academic life with renewed 
intensity, pursuing their studies and research in 
ever-growing numbers.

This year over 4,300 new students began their 
studies, the largest incoming class in our history. 
With the help of donors to our Emergency Assistance 
Campaign, the Marcus Family Campus was in fine 
form to welcome them.  
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Multisport Arena Repairs 
The multisport arena at the Sylvan Adams Sports 
Center suffered a direct hit by an Iranian missile. The 
missile penetrated the roof of the building, causing 
it to collapse and starting a fire. Miraculously, no 
deaths or injuries occurred in this incident, but the 
arena was severely damaged, and the much-used 
facility has been empty ever since. 

The lack of this facility is already being felt. Sports 
are extremely popular in Israel, and the court was 
typically used by student and staff teams who 
play in leagues and pick-up games, as well as by 
members of the broader community. Hundreds visit 
the sports center daily, and its facilities are shared 
spaces that naturally bring students, faculty and 
staff, medical professionals, tech employees, local 
residents, and youth together. For many students 
and local residents, the arena is much more than 
just a place to play or watch an occasional game, 
it is a community gathering place and a social and 
cultural hub, where BGU community members, local 
residents, and fans engage in sport and cheer on 
their teams, strengthening social bonds and creating 
shared memories as the score board changes. Since 

October 7th,  the sports center and its multisport 
arena have also been critical in building resilience, 
making the court’s destruction in the Iranian attack 
feel particularly harsh and more difficult to bear.  

Given the facility’s role in well-being and recovery 
and the extent of the damage (there is a need to 
start almost from scratch and rebuild the arena from 
top to bottom, since both the roof and the flooring 
were destroyed), the University plans to rebuild it as 
a state-of-the-art arena, bringing it up to modern 
standards. 

The arena will be fully renovated, with replacement 
of the roof, ceiling, and parquet flooring; upgraded 
seating, stands, acoustics, and lighting; and 
installation of an air conditioning system inside the 
arena. In addition, a spacious lobby will be created, 
and services for players will be improved, with the 
addition of lockers, changing rooms, and showers. 

The architectural plans emphasize sustainability (for 
example, the solar panels on the building will be 
used to heat the sport center’s swimming pools) and 
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flexibility, with the aim of creating a multi-purpose 
facility that can comfortably host a variety of events. 
The main balcony will be transformed into an 
inviting visitors reception hall, with air conditioning, 
a bar, and new modern furnishings.  The facility 
will also feature new modular courtside seating, 
enabling the number of spectators to increase while 
allowing the space to be used for other events.  

With this comprehensive renovation we will 
transform malicious destruction into welcome 
reconstruction, and create a place for the BGU and 
wider community to gather for sport, recreation, and 
entertainment. Whether a visitor to the new arena 
is a player or a spectator, a BGU student or a local 
resident, the facility will be a source of inspiration, 
serving as a symbol of resilience and hope, and 
provide a space for healing and recovery. 

Physical activity, wellness, and recreation are 
essential tools for healing, especially during times 
of conflict and in their aftermath. For participants 
and spectators, sport provides an opportunity to 
get lost in a game, free from the weight of the war, 
headlines, and personal challenges, an opportunity 
to celebrate sportsmanship, teamwork, fun, play, 
and competition. Throughout the war, the sports 
center and its facilities welcomed BGU students 
and staff and Beer-Sheva residents young and old, 
weary and worried, offering stress relief and a sense 

of belonging and normality in periods that were 
far from normal. And during that uncertain time, 
regardless of whether one was playing or watching 
a game, visitors left invigorated and energized. That 
resilience building takes place each and every day at 
the sports center; it was critical during the war, and 
it is vital to recovery and healing in its aftermath. 

This project is about more than repairing the roof 
and flooring. Donor support has been instrumental 
in BGU’s ability to rebuild the multisport arena, and 
together we are laying the foundation for a stronger, 
more resilient future for BGU and the Negev.

All of the funds needed have been raised, and 
planning for this project is well underway. 
Preliminary architectural renderings have been 
prepared. In the next stage, detailed architectural 
and engineering designs will be completed, the 
necessary permits and preliminary approvals will 
be obtained, and other preparatory work will take 
place, laying the groundwork for the construction 
stage. 

Construction will take approximately 15 months 
from groundbreaking to reopening. We are grateful 
to the project’s supporters, who are enabling us to 
rebuild the facility and construct a modern arena 
that will continue to both foster resilience and stand 
as a symbol for it for years to come.  
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Faculty of Health Sciences Research and Education
The Iranian missile that exploded at Soroka 
University Medical Center struck the heart of 
institutions designed to heal, save lives, and educate 
those in the healing and lifesaving professions. 

BGU lost essential Faculty of Health Sciences 
educational facilities in the missile attack, including 
classrooms, lecture halls, and teaching and research 
labs. Despite this destruction, our commitment 
to performing cutting-edge impactful biomedical 
research, and training the next generation of 
medical professionals remains unshaken. In the face 
of such destruction, hope rises through education 
and research, and with its support, the global BGU 
donor community has ensured that despite the 
challenges of war, the work of researchers who 
lost their labs will continue and BGU students will 
receive the high-quality education needed to heal 
the people of Israel and build a healthier tomorrow.

Creating Vital Space for the Faculty 
of Health Sciences in the New Drahi 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship Building 

Israel’s need for healthcare professionals has 
never been greater. The demand for services 
has only grown since October 7th, exacerbating 
existing shortages in many fields. The loss of 
classrooms and lecture halls in the missile attack 
directly impacts Israel’s ability to educate qualified 
healthcare professionals. Any interruption to 
students’ education and training disrupts the flow 
of professionals into the healthcare system at a time 
when the country can least afford it.

After the missile impacted at Soroka, solutions were 
required to ensure that the activities taking place 
in the destroyed facilities could continue. Teaching 
topped our priorities list with the urgent need for a 
sufficient number of classrooms in which to educate 
our health sciences students in the coming years. 
The classrooms on BGU’s Marcus Family Campus are 
already in high demand, with no space available in 
existing buildings, and the construction of a new 
building on the North Campus would take up to a 
decade. The Drahi Innovation & Entrepreneurship 
Building currently under construction offered the 

optimal solution. As the first academic building to 
be completed on the North Campus, the original 
plan was to open just three floors of the building, 
leaving the other two floors unoccupied and 
unfinished until more construction on the campus 
was completed.  Now, with the support of donors 
dedicated to mitigating the impact of the missile 
strike and ensuring that neither health sciences 
education nor healthcare in the Negev will be 
compromised, BGU can complete the third and 
fourth floors of the building.

When built out, each of the approximately 17,000 
square-foot floors will contain four large lecture 
halls and four seminar rooms, as well as an 
independent study room, informal seating areas, 
and a spacious and comfortable lobby that looks 
out onto an atrium.  Each 80-seat lecture hall will 
be equipped with advanced audiovisual systems, 
have live streaming capabilities for remote learning, 
and enable the integration of specialized medical 
education technology. Each 40-seat classroom 
will have flexible seating, interactive whiteboards 
and presentation systems, and video conferencing 
capabilities. 

The building also contains a new hub for Yazamut 
360°, BGU’s entrepreneurship center, which will 
enable the integration of innovation in medical 
education, enhancing our students’ skillset and their 
educational experience. In this way, the new space 
will reshape the future of health sciences education 
in the Negev, imbuing our students with new skills 
and ways of thinking that will benefit the patients 
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they care for and the institutions they are part of, 
while building resilience, healthcare equity, and a 
brighter future in the region. 

The two-year project has begun, with construction 
expected to be completed by October 2027. Our 
ability to undertake this project is entirely due to 
the support of generous donors who provided the 
funds needed to complete the building’s unfinished 
floors and transform them into much-needed health 
sciences educational facilities. For generations to 
come, these facilities will be occupied by students 
eager to learn and acquire the skills needed for their 
chosen professions. Each graduate will help ease the 
burden on Israel’s healthcare system and play a role 
in the health and well-being of the nation, which 
has always been able to rise to its challenges thanks 
to its wealth of human resources and the support of 
friends around the world.

Research Lab Equipment

The missile that struck Soroka slammed into an 
older building which housed surgical wards and 
other units, including several BGU research labs. 
This building, located at the center of the hospital 
campus, was completely destroyed, and wreckage 
from the blast and debris from other damaged 

buildings covered the campus. Glass and dust flew 
everywhere, as the missile left massive amounts of 
destruction in its wake.   The entire surrounding area 
bore the impact from the powerful blast, with many 
other buildings left uninhabitable and unstable, 
with blown out windows, crumbling facades, and 
heavy internal damage. 

The BGU research labs in these buildings were 
thriving hubs of scientific inquiry and discovery, 
pursuing cutting-edge research with the potential 
to improve the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention 
of disease. Leading researchers from the Faculty 
of Health Sciences lost years of work, biological 
samples, and other vital research specimens when 
their laboratories were hit, and their research 
came to a halt. In other cases, labs were not totally 
destroyed, but equipment was damaged. With 
these researchers’ work at a standstill, the need to 
quickly replace that equipment was urgent.  

Hope for a swift return to their research was restored 
with the help of generous BGU donors who stepped 
up, providing the funds to replace damaged 
equipment.  We are pleased to report that the long 
list of equipment that needs to be replaced has 
grown significantly shorter with this donor support. 
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Prof. Ehud Ohana
Department of Clinical Biochemistry and Pharmacology, Faculty of Health Sciences
Prof. Ohana’s team aims to identify novel cellular mechanisms of metabolite absorption and 
exchange between cells and tissues that govern metabolic communication pathways and 
bioenergetic processes in the liver, gut, microbiota, kidney, heart, and brain. His lab performs 
translational research, transforming lab findings into medical applications, and this research 
has redefined diseases like kidney stones, hypertension, chronic inflammation, and cancer 
as metabolic diseases in which metabolic communication pathways are hampered. The lab 
is currently developing new biological treatments for metabolic and inflammatory diseases, 
utilizing molecular engineering and synthetic biology, and striving to develop a cure for cancer 
and hyperproliferative tumours.  Prof. Ohana was able to restart his work in a temporary lab that 
has been partially equipped with the help of donor support. While this has allowed his work to 
move forward and his research students to complete their research and earn their degrees, his 
ability to fully pursue his research is limited, since insufficient funds have been raised to replace 
all of the damaged equipment.  

Below, we introduce several of the researchers whose labs are being re-equipped and highlight some 
of the essential equipment purchased to support their work.
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Prof. Shira Knafo 
Department of Physiology and Cell Biology, Faculty of Health Sciences
Prof. Knafo’s lab integrates molecular biology, electrophysiology, advanced 
imaging, behaviour, and AI assisted analysis, in order to track how a molecular 
perturbation at a single synapse can ripple outward to influence neuronal 
circuits, cognitive performance, and disease progression, and identify 
mechanisms that strengthen or weaken synaptic connections (plasticity). 
This understanding creates potential therapeutic avenues for the synaptic 
and cognitive dysfunctions associated with Alzheimer’s disease and other 
neurodegenerative diseases, and the lab translates this knowledge into 
strategies to enhance memory and restore brain function, including synapse 
targeted therapeutics designed to normalize circuit activity.  Donor support has 
enabled her to restart her work, but her ability to fully do so is limited by a lack 
of funds. 

With the support of our donors, we have begun 
the process of re-equipping the labs damaged 
by the Iranian missile strike. Dozens of items 
have been ordered, including vital pieces of 
equipment like imaging, electroportation, 
electrophysiology, electrophoresis, and real-
time PCR systems, microscopes, centrifuges, cell 
counters, thermocyclers, and plate readers, as well 
as laboratory freezers and refrigerators, incubators, 
biological hoods, computers, and printers. The items 
purchased also include consumables (antibodies, 
reagents, assay kits, drugs, etc.), which are essential 
to our researchers’ work. In the attack, Prof. Knafo 
also lost the animal colony that serves as the 
foundation for all of her team’s in-vivo research, and 
equipment and animals for the new colony will be 
purchased as well. 

With the purchase of this equipment, we are 
rebuilding what was lost and empowering our 
researchers, enabling them to carry on with their 
life’s work in which they will uniquely advance 
medicine, science, and our world in untold ways. 

Donors like you are the key to this. Donor support 
of the Emergency Assistance Campaign has allowed 
us to replace much, but not all of the equipment 
damaged in the missile attack. BGU is continuing 
to raise the funds needed to fully re-equip all of the 
damaged labs and ensure that our researchers have 
all of the tools needed to perform their important 
work. Through their research, innovation, and 
impact, they are inspiring hope and improving the 
health and lives of individuals around the globe. In 
partnering with us to re-equip their labs, our donors 
play a role in these accomplishments and impact, 
transforming lives and the world we live in.

Prof. Michael Danilenko
Department of Clinical Biochemistry and Pharmacology, Faculty of Health 
Sciences 
Prof. Danilenko is an internationally renowned leader in leukemia research. For 
the past two decades, he has focused on developing effective therapies for acute 
myeloid leukemia (AML), an aggressive blood cancer that mainly targets older 
adults. His lab performs mechanistic and translational studies on the anti-cancer 
activity of phytochemicals, with the goal of understanding how combinations 
of phytochemicals, leukemia cell-sensitizing agents, and vitamins A and D can 
work together or with other treatments to stop cancer cell growth. Over the 
years, his lab has made numerous discoveries, and with each research project 
completed, Prof. Danilenko comes closer to the development of an effective 
treatment for AML. Donor support has enabled Prof. Danilenko to partially 
equip his temporary lab, but additional funding is needed to fully outfit it with 
all the equipment needed to perform his work.
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Campaign Donations in Numbers

Argentina

Brazil

Canada

Chile

France

Germany

India

Israel

Mexico

South Africa

Switzerland

United 
Kingdom

United 
States

Grand Total

Country                                  Total Gifts                 #Gifts                Avg. Gift               #Donors

$56,500

$51,800

$5,544,961

$1,000

$170,146

$175

$30

$1,165,095

$40,000

$5,400

$269,774

$137,077

$9,323,392

$16,765,350

82

3

897

1

136

2

1

66

2

1

173

37

764

2,165

$689

$17,267

$6,182

$1,000

$1,251

$87

$30

$17,653

$20,000

$5,400

$1,559

$3,705

$12,203

$7,744

78

2

788

1

134

2

1

64

2

1

170

29

678

1,950
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1,949 2,163 $16,638,350

Emergency Support 
for Evacuees and 

Students

Marcus Family 
Campus Repairs

Research Lab 
Equipment

Medical Education 
Classrooms

Multisport Arena 
Repairs

6%

6%

12%

34%

42%

Total Number 
of Donors

Total Number 
of  Gifts

Total Gifts

Allocations                                                      Target                                     Raised

$1,000,000

$1,000,000

$25,000,000

$5,600,000

$7,000,000

$38,600,000

$1,000,000

$1,000,000

$2,038,350

$5,600,000

$7,000,000

$16,638,350Total

Emergency Support for 
Evacuees and Students

Marcus Family Campus Repairs

Research Lab Equipment

Medical Education Classrooms

Multisport Arena Repairs




